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1
DUAL REALITY SYSTEM

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to personal display systems
and more particularly to a display system which uniquely
combines both virtual and real images in “real time”.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Virtual reality systems are presently in widespread use
and typically comprise a headset display which presents an
image which is generated to simulate a real image (hence,
“virtual” reality). Virtual reality systems lack the capability
of presenting real images and especially lack the capability
of presenting virtual images combined with real images and
especially in “real time”.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a dual reality (DR) system
which is characterized by providing apparatus and a process
in which computer generated objects and images similar to
those created by virtual reality systems, appear to the
participant in the real world.

Similar to virtual reality, the dual reality environment is
presented to the observer by way of a headset or visor which,
similar to the virtual reality visor, provides a virtual image,
and, in addition thereto, presents a stereoscopic view of the
real environment through the employment of a pair of
cameras coupled to the visor through a computer to present
a stereoscopic view of the real environment to the partici-
pant through the visor.

The computer performs triangulation calculations which
determine the distances from the visor to the selected
navigational points to determine the position and orientation
of the visor, which process will hereinafter be referred to as
“visual navigation”.

As one example, a computer generated object, such as a
ball, viewed through the dual reality visor appears to float in
front of the wearer. The observed surroundings are coupled
to the visor display from the cameras and present a view of
the actual surroundings as opposed to a computer generated
display (i.e., a computer generated display of the actual
surroundings.

The system employs environment mapping which can, for
example, generate an image of the ball which appears to
bounce on a real table in front of the participant or against
real walls of a room that the participant is observing.

The dual reality system and method utilizes three basic

components which include:

(2) a visual navigation technique which determines the
location and orientation of the dual reality system in a
real three-dimensional space utilizing random points
selected from an observed field of view;

(b) the dual reality superimposition technique superim-
poses computer generated objects with images of the
real three-dimensional space. An observer wearing a
dual reality headset employing visual navigation can
walk around a computer generated object in his or her
real surroundings, observing the object from all sides.
Hereafter, computer generated objects and images will
be referred to as supplemental objects or collectively as
supplemental reality;

(c) environment mapping is the process by which supple-
mental objects are caused to “interact” with the real
environment and with the observer identifying surfaces
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(such as walls, tables, panels, hands, etc.) in three-
dimensional space wherein mathematical rules govern
the interaction of supplemental objects with objects or
surfaces in the real environment.

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore one object of the present invention to
provide a display which presents to an observer a dual reality
image in which a computer generated image is superim-
posed with and reacts with a real image.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
display to an observer in which random points selected from
a field of view are utilized to determine the location and
orientation of the observer in a real three-dimensional space.

Still another object of the present invention is to provide
a dual reality image presented to an observer by way of a
visor worn by the observer, which dual reality image pre-
sents a computer generated image (virtual image) interacting
with an actual three-dimensional image.

Still another object of the present invention is to provide
a dual reality display presenting a virtual image interacting
with a real, three-dimensional image wherein the interaction
is obtained in accordance with pre-determined mathematical
rules which govern the interaction.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

The above as well as other objects of the present invention
will become apparent when reading the accompanying
description and drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a dual reality operating
system.

FIG. 1a shows a head set mounted upon a participant.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the dual reality
operating cycle.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram depicting the visual navigation
method.

FIGS. 4 through 16 are series of two and three-
dimensional plots useful in describing the techniques of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION AND PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS THEREOF

FIG. 1 shows a dual reality system 10 in simplified block
diagram form which is comprised of two cameras 12 and 14
having imaging systems preferably comprised of charge
coupled devices (CCDs) each respectively coupled to at
least one video capture card 16, 18. The video capture cards
each enable an associated CPU 20, which may be one or
more than one computer, to convert the video input to screen
pixels whereby the video images can be analyzed in a
memory as well as being displayed on a screen 22.

The system is preferably designed to be completely
self-contained either in a headset 24 (see FIG. 1a) or a small
backpack or sidepouch 24a coupled to unit 24 by a wire W
or by a wireless transmitter/receiver combination. The sys-
tem may also utilize a wireless communication link between
the headset and a medium or large size computer remote
from the headset.

Visual Navigation

Visual navigation is utilized to determine location and
orientation. The observer, as shown in FIG. 1la wears a
headset 24. The orientation of the observer’s head (the
observer’s viewing direction), in much the same way as an
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observer views a real environment through the naked eye,
serves to direct the cameras 12, 14 to view the real envi-
ronment so as to assume substantially the same location and
orientation.

Definition of a “point”

The camera views the real environment and identifies a
point on the surface of the environment as a small square
grid of pixels, comprising sufficiently few pixels to most
likely be part of only one physical object, and a sufficient
number of pixels to reliably and uniquely identify that point
and which may, as one example, be a 20x20 grid of pixels
normally found, for example, in a conventional CCD imag-
ing device, for example, of the type employed in video
cameras.

A distinguishing characteristic of a point is a pattern of
relative brightness and/or color within the small square grid.

During a point selection cycle, points are selected ran-
domly using a mathematical algorithm. Any point which
cannot be relocated during the next cycle of point selection
is rejected. To be relocated, a point must match the previous
point in birghtness/color in the location found significantly
better than in any other location.

Definition of Visual Navigation

Employing the pair of cameras 12 and 14, a stereoscopic
video input from the cameras is utilized to mathematically
determine both position and orientation of the dual reality
unit DRU 24.

Employing a starting point and absolute position as a
reference, the position and orientation of unit 24 over time
is determined by observing and tracking multiple, visibly
distinguishable points within the field of view. Although in
theory the system can work with as few as four points, for
practical purposes the minimum number of points should
fall within a range of 10 to 20. An increase in the number of
points increases the accuracy of the system but tends to slow
the system down. It is therefore a compromise between the
number of points desired for accuracy weighed against a
desired system speed.

“Visually distinguishable points” are defined as points
with distinct patterns that can be relocated in the same
general area within the field of view on subsequent search
scans.

Tracking Points

The dual reality unit (“DRU”) 24 maintains a constant
number of points at all times, which points are located
within its field of view. The unit tracks points by scanning
the field of view looking for the same patterns in the same
general area. An entire scan or iteration of the field of view
is completed every thirty milliseconds. In order for the DRU
24 to match a point from iteration to iteration, there must be
one and only one position in the same general area which
stands out as the best match for the pattern.

A-randomly selected point will be discarded for any of the
following three reasons:

(2) the point moved out of the field of view and therefore
is no longer useful for tracking (i.e., as the wearer turns
his head to the right, points on the trailing edge of the
field of view (the left edge) cease to exist and subse-
quent iterations as they leave the field of view, whereas
points closer to the center or leading edge (the right
edge) will survive for a greater number of iterations.

(b) the point was not on a fixed object; the point shifted,
losing its distinguishing pattern (e.g., the point was on
a moveable object such as an individual’s shirt and the
individual turned around); or the point moved differ-
ently relative to the other point selected (e.g., the point
was on a moveable object such an individual shirt and
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the individual moved to the right while other points
remained in a constant position or moved in concert to
the left, as would be the case if the participant moved
his head to the right and the individual in his field of
view also moved to the right);

(¢) the point did not contain a pattern unique enough to be
tracked (e.g., a blank wall may be initially selected but
would soon be rejected since the point would be located
at multiple positions throughout the field of view).

Every time a point is discarded, a new point is randomly
selected in the field of view. If the new point does not
contain a sufficiently unique pattern, it will only survive one
iteration, after which time another point will be selected.

The random selection is achieved by use of a random
signal generator which randomly selects a new point by
means of a standard mathematical formula seeded by the
system clock of the microprocessor.

Calculation of Point Locations In Three Dimensions

Of the points that have proven reliable as a result of
having existed for a number of iterations (e.g., 20
iterations—25 of a second), the DRU 24 calculates the
location of those points in three dimensions which is accom-
plished by matching the point originally located by the right
side camera (“camera A”, for example, camera 14) in the
left-side camera (“camera B”, for example, camera 12).

Starting on the left perimeter of the general area of the
field of view in which an original pattern is located, camera
B scans to the right until a matching pattern is found, or the
right perimeter of the field of view is reached, in which case
the point is rejected. The triangulation calculation to be
described hereinbelow is performed if one and only one
perfect match is found. Using this match, the DRU 24
determines three (3) angles, as follows:

Angle a: from camera A to the point along the x-axis;

Angle b: from camera A to the point along the y-axis;

Angle c¢: from camera B to the point along the x-axis.

The angle from camera B to the point along the y-axis is
the same as the angle from camera A to the point along the
y-axis.

Using the above angles, the distance between the detected
point and camera A is calculated employing analytic geom-
etry and trigonometry. The position of the point will then be
defined in terms of the position and orientation of camera A,
which information is converted into relative Cartesian coor-
dinates of that point in space, using the position and orien-
tation of camera A as the reference for the Cartesian space.
Calculating Movement of the DRU Through Space

The relative Cartesian coordinates derived for each point
from the most recent iteration are transferred to a separate
calculation module in the computer which determines the
movement of the unit 24 through space. The module per-
forms the necessary calculations to determine the absolute
position and orientation of unit 24. In calculating these
values, the module uses relative Cartesian coordinates for
points contained only in the current iteration and the abso-
lute Cartesian coordinates for any points contained in the
current iteration to which was assigned an absolute Carte-
sian coordinate in the previous iteration. A detailed descrip-
tion of the calculations will be set forth hereinbelow.

The participant’s position is calculated relative to the
participant’s starting position (i.e. relative to the position
and orientation of the unit 24 worn by the participant), and
the point positions and the participant’s position are
described in terms of absolute and relative coordinates.
From all points the transfer to the calculation module, ten
sets of four points are each selected in a random fashion by
means of a standard mathematical formula seeded by the
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system clock of the micro-processor. For each of ten sets of
four points, the relative and absolute Cartesian coordinates
are placed in a series of equations which, using analytic
geometry, trigonometry, and basic matrix operations, pro-
vide a result set containing the absolute position and orien-
tation of unit 24. Each result set is then compared with every
other result set, and a subset of a specific number of sets
which most agree with each other are averaged together.
This average result set represents the absolute position and
orientation of unit 24.

Visual Navigation Calculations

The sequence of calculations is as follows:

Establishing the Absolute Basis and Position of the Unit in
the Absolute Basis

The term “basis” is a mathematical term defined as a
“frame of reference”.

The Absolute Basis is defined by the x, y and z axes. The
position of unit 24 in this basis is defined as O (Ox, Oy, Oz).
See FIG. 4.

Determining the DRU Basis and Orientation in Absolute
Basis

The unit Basis is defined by the vectors X', Y' and Z'. The
view of the unit 24 points along the Z' vector and the Y'
vector extends upwardly through the top of unit 24. The
orientation of the unit in Absolute Basis is defined by (see
FIG. 5):

X' is defined by the components (X'x, X'y, X'z),

Y' is defined by the components (Y'x, Y'y, Y'z)

Z' is defined by the components (Z'x, Z'y, Z'z) and

X',Y', AND Z are all unit vectors, i.e., they all have unit

length.
Determining the Position of a Point in both the Absolute
Basis and the DRU Basis

An observed object or point is defined as p, with a position
(a, b, ¢) in the Absolute Basis, and a position (a', b', ¢') in the
DRU Basis. See FIG. 6.

Determining the Relationship between the Position of p in
the Absolute Basis and the Position of p in the DRU Basis

Vector addition defines the relationship between p(a, b, ¢),
and p(a', b', ¢'), as the following set of equations:

Equation Set A

a=(X%) (@Y%) (B)+(Z%) (c)+0x Equation 1:
(FIG. 7)

b=(X%) (@) (D)+HZY) (c)+0y Equation 2:
(FIG. 8)

e=(X'2) (@ (Y'z) (bW{Z72) (c'Oz Equation 3:
(FIG. 9)

By observing points with known absolute positions, these
equations establish the DRU Basis (X', Y', Z'), and the
position of the DRU 24 in the Absolute Basis (O). This is the
essence of Visual Navigation.
Determining the DRU Basis and the Position of the DRU in
the Absolute Basis
Overview of Initial Process: Establishing the DRU basis and
the Initial Position of the DRU in the Absolute Basis
When the DRU is first turned on, the values of X' are set
to a unit vector extending along the positive x axis (1,0,0),
the value of Y' is set to a unit vector along the positive y axis
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(0,1,0), and the value of Z' is set to a unit vector along the
positive z axis (0,0,1), and O is set to (0,0,0). Thus, the DRU
Basis and the position of the DRU in the Absolute Basis are
established.

The first process the DRU will go through is the initial
observation of points. At least four points are required
(p;—D.,) to determine the DRU Basis and the position of the
DRU in the Absolute Basis, although the DRU generally
observes a minimum of between 10 and 20 points.

As p,—p, are selected by the DRU, their positions in the
Absolute Basis [p;(ay, by, ¢1), pa(az, ba, ¢5) palas, bs, ¢3),
pa(ay, by, ¢y)] are set to the same value of their positions in
the DRU Basis [p,(a'y, by, ¢'1), pa(a’, b5, ¢), pa(a’s, b's,
c'3), pa(a',, by, ¢')] and stored in the computer.

Overview of Secondary Process: Establishing the Position of
the DRU in the Absolute Basis Over Time

The DRU then goes through the process of tracking
points, using the following calculations:

Starting with Equation 1 of Equation Set A, four (4) points
(p:1—p.) are selected to solve for position and orientation.
The following equations result:

Equation System 1 (based on Equation 1 using

(P1—Pa)
a,=(X"%) (a')+(Yx) (b')+(Z%) (¢')+0x Equation 5:
a,=(X"%) (a’,)+(Yx) (b,)+(Z%) (¢',)+0x Equation 6:
a;=(X"%x) (a’5)+(Yx) (b3)+(Z%) (c'3)+OX Equation 7:
a,=X%) (@' )+(Yx) (b')+(Z%) (¢’ )+OX Equation 8:

To solve this system of equations, the coefficients (a;—a,,
a'—a'y, b'i-b',, ¢';—',, and 1) are placed in a matrix, moving
the first column to the end:

Matrix 1 (based on Equation 1 using (p;—p.))

by ¢ a
b
v
v,

@

a ch a

d c

1
1
1 a3
1

’ ;
ay 4 ay

When reduced by row operations to reduced row-echelon
form, this solves for the following:
Result Matrix 1 (based on Equation 1 using p,—p,))

1000 X'x
0100 Yx
0010 Zx
0001 ox

To solve for the rest of X', Y', Z', and O, the same process
is performed using equations (2) and (3), as follows:
Transformation of Matrix 2 into Result Matrix 2 (based on
Equation 2 for (p;—p,))

d b ¢ 1 b| 1000 Xy
d b, 1 b 0100 vy
& B 1l b| oo 10 zy
ay by 4 1 by 0001 oy

Transformation of Matrix 3 into Result Matrix 3 (based on
Equation 3 for (p,p,))
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ap by 4 1 ¢ 1000 X7z
a, by oy 1 ooy 0100 Yz
ay by 5 1 ocs 2 0010 Zz
ay by 4 1 ¢y 0001 Og

As these row operations are all identical, these matrices can
be combined by adding addition rows, yielding the follow-
ing:

Transformation of Matrix 4 into Result Matrix 4 (based on
Equation 1-3 for (p;—p.))

ap by i 1 ap b ¢ 1000 X'x X'y X'z
ay by &4 1 oap by o 0100 VYx Yy Yz
ay by o5 1 az by o3 = 0010 Zx Zy Zz
ay by ¢4 1 ay by cy 0001 Oox 0Oy Og

Finally, the system is improved by replacing p, with a point
derived from a cross-product of vectors based on p,, p,, and
ps- This eliminates the possibility of the points not suffi-
ciently spanning the DRU Basis. By performing the same
cross-product on both the (a,, b,,, c¢,) points, and the (a',, b,
¢')) points, a consistent (a,, b,, c,) and (a'y, b',, ¢',) set are
derived to describe the same imaginary point.

When the DRU locates previously observed points, it
enters the new observed and the stored absolute positions for
each point ((a',, b',, ¢',) and (a,,, b,, c,)) into Matrix 4, which
will give Result Matrix 4 and the new X', Y', Z', and O of
the DRU.

With the position and orientation of the DRU point of
reference known, all points can be given an updated absolute
position (a,,, b,,, c,) if necessary, using Equation Set A.
Overview of Tertiary Process: Locating New Points in the
DRU Basis

As described in previous sections, as the DRU’s field of
view changes, it will observe new points p,, for which the
positions in the DRU Basis are (a',,, b',, ¢',). The system will
then plug these new values for (a',,, b,,, ¢',) into Equation Set
Ato determine the new (a,,, b,, c,,). The new absolute values
will then be stored in the computer so the points can be used
in subsequent iterations. In this way the system can track the
movement of the DRU through the Absolute Basis.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of the program steps comprising
visual navigation.

Recapitulating, at the Step S1, the system starts upon
turn-on and is cleared and initialized whereupon the pro-
gram advances to S2 where new points are collected until the
desired number of points (n) are obtained. As was described
hereinabove, the images are obtained and converted into
pixels which are stored.

The stored images are scanned to identify distinctive
points.

At S3, if this is the first iteration, the program jumps to S4
to set the point absolute positions. Then, at S5, an attempt is
made to locate all the old points in the same area or field of
view they were last observed. All old points which cannot be
relocated are deleted at S6 at which time the program returns
to S2 to collect new points until the total number of points
equals n. Since this is the second time through the routine,
the program jumps from S3 (which sets a flag after the first
time through is established), and jumps to S7 at which three
(3) points which are most likely to be stationary are selected.
A fourth point is created at S8 which is normal to the plane
formed by the three (3) points selected at S7. These points
are “plugged” into the matrices at S9. The calculated unit
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position and orientation is transferred to the virtual object
generation module at S10 and, when a new unit position is
determined at S11 the program returns to S5.

Dual Reality Definition

Dual reality is the visual merging of real three-
dimensional space (Observed Reality) with Supplemental
Reality. Computer generated graphics are superimposed on
a live stereoscopic video image in such a manner that any
and all movement of the DRU through Observed Reality is
reflected simultaneously by its movement in Supplemental
Reality, creating an illusion of a single merged reality.
Objects in Supplemental Reality can either be stationary,
appearing in correct perspective relative to the participant, or
can be moved around the field of view by computer, or both.

FIG. 10 shows the DRU 24 in the starting position (0O).
The DRU has selected three points (p;, p,, p5) and projects
a Virtual Object on Vector O.

FIG. 11 shows the DRU 24 moved to its second position
relative to the starting position 24'shown in FIG. 10. In this
position the DRU has located points p; and p, and has
further selected a new point (p,). The Virtual Object is
projected along vectors VO and VO' in the same position as
is shown in FIG. 10.

FIG. 12 shows the DRU moved to a third position relative
to the starting position of FIG. 10. At this position, it has
located points p,, p; and p,. The Virtual Object is projected
along vector VO and VO' into the same position as shown
in FIGS. 10 and 11.

FIG. 13 shows the DRU in the same position 24"as in
FIG. 12, but wherein the Virtual Object is projected along a
new set of vectors (V1 and V1).

The above effect is achieved through the use of a self-
contained headset 24, worn by the participant, independent
of any external equipment or navigational aids, and is
accomplished solely by the analysis of the stereoscopic
video feed received from the unit 24 (ie. by visual
navigation). As an example, if the computer were to generate
a Supplemental Reality cube suspended in mid-air, each
surface could have a different color, as a participant walked
around the cube so that the participant would be able to
observe the different color in each respective side while
walking around the computer generated cube.
Environment Mapping
Definition of Environment Mapping

Environment Mapping is a system in which the module
that generates the supplemental reality is provided with
information concerning the positions and orientations of
surfaces existing in Observed Reality. This results in the two
(2) realities being able to interact.

Calculation of the Orientation and Location of Surfaces

Calculation of the orientation and location of surfaces is
accomplished by obtaining points in the same manner as
described under
Visual Navigation

When an area of the field of view yields a sufficient
number of points to reasonably assume they belong to a flat
surface in observed reality, unit 24 will create a virtual plane
in a position and with an orientation, as is shown in FIGS.
14 and 15. The coordinates of the plane are stored in the
computer and are not displayed to the participant.

Once the virtual planes have been created, the Supple-
mental Objects can interact with them (e.g., a computer-
generated object can be produced to give the effect of
“bouncing off” a series of virtual planes corresponding to
actual objects and surfaces), to create the effect of bouncing
off “real” walls and objects within a room. Note also FIG.
16.
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The process is also used to identify real objects interacting
with the computer-generated objects in a dynamic manner.
Using points which are identified on the near surface of the
real object, unit 24 derives a three-dimensional model of the
object and creates a matching virtual object (again only in
the computer memory and not shown in the visor) which
then interacts with the computer-generated object (e.g., if a
participant attempted to hit the computer-generated image of
a ball with his hand), the unit identifies the points on the
observer’s hand and, based on the placement of the ball in
Supplemental Reality, determines that the two (2) objects
overlap and cause an appropriate reaction wherein the ball
could move, disappear or remain in position and the par-
ticipant’s hand appears to go “through” the object.

The system described hereinabove may be used indepen-
dently by individuals or may be integrated into a Dual
Reality network enabling multiple participants to interact
with the Dual Reality as well as with each other.

Recapitulating, the Dual Reality operating cycle, and
making reference to FIG. 2, the 3D video input 30 which is
shown in simplified block diagram form as consisting of the
video cameras shown in FIG. 1, obtain the video inputs and
provide a 3D video display at output 32 as well as providing
information at 34 for collecting and recognizing points in the
real image which is formed by way of the memory devices,
storing image frames and scanning these frames with an X
by Y grid to identify points. These points are provided for
environmental mapping purposes at 36 and for calculating
position and orientation at 38. The environmental mapping
function 36, performed by the computer, is utilized for
generating the virtual object by the virtual object generator
40 to obtain the proper position and orientation relative to
the real image. The position and orientation data determined
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at 38 and the virtual object generated at 40 is presented to the

virtual object display 42 for presenting a display to the 3D

video output 32.

A latitude of modification, change and substitution is
5 intended in the foregoing disclosure, and in some instances,
some features of the invention will be employed without a
corresponding use of other features. Accordingly, it is appro-
priate that the appended claims be construed broadly and in
a manner consistent with the spirit and scope of the inven-
tion herein described.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for determining in real time a position and
orientation of a camera pair based upon an observed envi-
ronment within said camera pair’s field of view comprising
the steps of:

10
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(a) obtaining an image of a region observed by each
camera of said camera pair;
(b) identifying distinctive points in said image;

20 (c) determining current three dimensional positions of
said distinctive points by comparing information
obtained from each camera of said camera pair;

(d) analyzing said three-dimensional positions to deter-

mine position and orientation of said camera pair; and

2 (e) repeating steps (c) and (d) at given intervals;

and further comprising:

discarding points identified during a given interval which
are not identified in a subsequent interval.
2. The method of claim 1 further comprising replacing
said discarded points in a random manner.

30
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